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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to an amendment filed 09/01/2006. Claims 2-26 are 
pending in this application. 

2. Claims 2-6, 8-12, 14-17 and-20-25 are independent claims; claims 2, 6, 9, 14, 15, 20, 21, 
23, and 24 have been amended. This action is made Final. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Linnett et al. 
("Linnett") in view of Kerr, and further in view of Huang et al. ("Huang"). 

As per claim 8, although Linnett teaches an information processing apparatus comprising 
a controller managing control so that an applicable use of a base software is displayed in a menu 
form on a screen of a display device by an overlay software external to the base software, the 
base software having no function of displaying and highlighting a GUI widget to be operated 
next, so that, upon selection of one use on the menu, detection of a displayed position of the GUI 
widget to be operated next is displayed in a highlighted fashion from other GUI widgets on the 
screen, in accordance with a previously registered operating sequence (figs. 1 and 3; col. 4, lines 
43-53; an applicable use of a base software in a menu form on a screen of a display device is 
displayed in fig. 3 not by a base software having no function of displaying nor highlighting a 
GUI widget to be operated next but by a shell/overlay software analogous to an operating system 
shell and external to the base software, so that, upon selection of one use on the menu such as a 
selection of a gardening software among a listing of selectable software, a GUI widget to be 
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acted on next is displayed in a highlighted fashion from other GUI widgets on the screen via a 
check mark in a box, in accordance with a previously registered operating sequence of screens or 
objects displayed), Linnett does not explicitly disclose the overlay software being displayed in a 
relative positional relation to the screen displayed by the base software and the detection of a 
displayed position of the GUI widget to be operated next being determined by analyzing the 
screen displayed by the base software, the detection being operated by the overlay software 
external to the base software. Kerr teaches an overlay software being displayed in a relative 
positional relation to a screen displayed by a base software and a displayed position of the GUI 
widget to be operated next being determined by analyzing the screen displayed by the base 
software, the detection being operated by the overlay software external to the base software (figs. 
1, 2(A-B) and 7-10; col. 6, lines 14-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at 
the time of the invention to include Kerr's teaching of an overlay software being displayed in a 
relative positional relation to a screen displayed by a base software and a displayed position of 
the GUI widget to be operated next being determined by analyzing the screen displayed by the 
base software, the detection being operated by the overlay software external to the base software 
of an information processing apparatus to Linnett's teaching of a displayed position of the GUI 
widget to be operated next of an information processing 

apparatus in order to provide users with an interface that is truly customized to the level of 
familiarity of the user. 

Linnett and Kerr do not explicitly disclose the GUI control method not being in 
accordance with any execution of the base software. Huang teaches a GUI control method 
wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the base software 
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(col. 4, lines 8-21 ; downloaded software serving as an additional GUI independent, on top of and 
external to the base software of the software of various devices it interfaces). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Huang's teaching of a GUI 
control method wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the 
base software to Linnett and Kerr's teaching of a GUI control method wherein the GUI control 
method is in accordance with any execution of the base software so that the GUI control method 
may remain current. 

5. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith et' al. 
("Smith") in view of Linnett et al. ("Linnett"), Huang et al. ("Huang"), and further in view of 
Messinger et al. ("Messinger"). 

As per claim 2, Smith teaches a GUI control method comprising displaying a cover 
screen hiding an inherent screen of a software on a display device and (col. 7, lines 30-32; web 
browser application program 504 overlays/covers television source 502) displaying the 
applicable use of the software in a menu form on the cover screen wherein if an operation on the 
menu on the cover screen is performed, an operation equivalent to the operation performed on 
the cover screen is executed on the inherent screen of the software in accordance with previously 
registered widget-relation information (figs. 2-6B; col. 7, lines 30-65; control panel 508 displays 
the use of the software in a menu form on the cover screen). Smith does not explicitly disclose an 
inherent screen operated by a base software different from an overlay software that operates the 
cover screen through acting on a GUI widget and displaying the applicable use of the software 
that operates the inherent screen. Linnett teaches an inherent screen operated by a base software 
different from an overlay software that operates the cover screen through acting on a GUI widget 
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and displaying the applicable use of the software that operates the inherent screen (figs. 2, 
9A-10B, 12 and 16; col. 1, lines 15-42; col. 16, lines 31-51; col. 9, lines 9-18). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Linnett's teaching 
of an inherent screen operated by software different from another software that operates the 
cover screen and displaying the applicable use of the software that operates the inherent screen to 
Smith's teaching of a cover screen hiding an inherent screen of a software on a display device 
and displaying the applicable use of the software in a menu form on the cover screen in order to 
provide users with another GUI as an implementation preference that is more user friendly for 
novices and does not require extensive training of the user interfaces of various software 
products. 

Smith and Linnett do not explicitly disclose the GUI control method not being in 
accordance with any execution of the base software. Huang teaches a GUI control method 
wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the base software 
(col. 4, lines 8-21 ; downloaded software serving as an additional GUI independent, on top of and 
external to the base software of the software of various devices it interfaces). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Huang's teaching of a GUI 
control method wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the 
base software to Smith and Linnett's teaching of a GUI control method wherein the GUI control 
method is in accordance with any execution of the base software so that the GUI control method 
may remain current. 

Smith, Linnett, and Huang do not explicitly teach analyzing the inherent screen having a 
GUI widget operated by the base software, said analyzing being performed buy the overlay 
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software external to the base software to automatically generate a guidance for subsequent 
sequence of action on a GUI widget on the cover screen. Messinger teaches analyzing the 
inherent screen having a GUI widget operated by the base software, said analyzing being 
performed buy the overlay software external to the base software to automatically generate a 
guidance for subsequent sequence of action on a GUI widget on the cover screen (figs. 9-12; col. 
2 5 lines 19-36; col. 6, lines 53-58). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the 
time of the invention to include the teaching of Messinger in the invention of Smith, Linnett and 
Huang in order to provide technical support and training a user in operating a software 
application. 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith et al. 
("Smith") in view of Linnett et al. ("Linnett"), in view of Kerr, and further in view of Huang et 
al. ("Huang"). 

As per claim 9, Smith teaches a GUI control method comprising displaying a cover screen hiding 
an inherent screen of a software on a display device and (col. 7, lines 30-32; web browser 
application program 504 overlays/covers television source 502) displaying the applicable use of 
the software in a menu form on the cover screen (figs. 2-6B; col. 7, lines 30-39; control panel 
508 displays the use of the software in a menu form on the cover screen). Smith does not 
explicitly disclose running an overlay program operating an inherent screen, the overlay program 
different from and external to the base program, the cover screen hiding the inherent screen and 
displaying an applicable use of the software that operates the inherent screen so that an action 
made on the menu of the cover screen is executed on the inherent screen in accordance with a 
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previously registered operating sequence. Linnett teaches running an overlay program operating 
an inherent screen, the overlay program different from and external to the 
base program, the cover screen hiding the inherent screen and displaying an applicable use of the 
software that operates the inherent screen so that an action made on the menu of the cover screen 
is executed on the inherent screen in accordance with a previously registered operating sequence 
(figs,2, 9A-10B, 12 and 16; col. 1, lines 15-42; col. 16, lines 31-51; col. 9, lines 9-18). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Linnett's teaching 
of running an overlay program operating an inherent screen, the overlay program different from 
and external to the base program, the cover screen hiding the inherent screen and displaying an 
applicable use of the software that operates the inherent screen so that an action made on the 
menu of the cover screen is executed on the inherent screen in accordance with a previously 
registered operating sequence to Smith's teaching of a cover screen hiding an inherent screen of a 
software on a display device and displaying the applicable use of the software in a menu form on 
the cover screen in order to provide users with another GUI as an implementation preference that 
is more user friendly for novices, and does not require extensive training of the user interfaces of 
various software products. 

Smith and Linnett still do not explicitly disclose the controller further controlling detection of the 
location on the inherent screen of the base program of a GUI widget to be actuated next in 
accordance with the registered operating sequence by analyzing the inherent screen displayed by 
the base program. Kerr teaches detection of the location on the inherent screen of the base 
program of a GUI widget to be actuated next in accordance with the registered operating 
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sequence by analyzing the inherent screen displayed by the base program (Abstract; an 
application program automatically creates 

an interface upon analyzing usage of a base program's set of operations). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Kerr's teaching of a 
detection of the location on the inherent screen of the base program of a GUI widget to be 
actuated next in accordance with the registered operating sequence by analyzing the inherent 
screen displayed by the base program to Smith and Linnett f s teaching of a detection of the base 
program of a GUI widget to be actuated next in accordance with the registered operating 
sequence by analyzing the base program in order to provide users with an interface that is truly 
customized to the level of familiarity of the user. 

Smith, Linnett and Kerr do not explicitly disclose the GUI control method not being in 
accordance with any execution of the base software. Huang teaches a GUI control method 
wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the base software 
(col. 4, lines 8-21; downloaded software serving as an additional GUI independent, on top of and 
external to the base software of the software of various devices it interfaces). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Huang's teaching of a GUI 
control method wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the 
base software to Smith, Linnett and Kerr's teaching of a GUI control method wherein the GUI 
control method is in accordance with any execution of the base software so that the GUI control 
method may remain current. 
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7. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schein et 
al. ("Schein") in view of Smith et al. ("Smith"), in view of Linnett et al. ("Linnett"), in view of 
Kerr, and further in view of Huang et al. ("Huang"). 

As per claim 3, Schein teaches a GUI control method comprising (col. 11, lines 339): 

a) a step of previously registering in a storage unit the applicable use of a software adapted for 
running on a computer, said software having a GUI (col. 5, line 61 through col. 6, line 6; figs. 
14-2713); 

b) a step of displaying the registered use as a menu on a screen of a display device, inputting an 
operational sequence of the software, as required for utilizing the software in the use, to register 
in the storage unit, for each use displayed on the menu (figs. 14-2713; col. 13, lines 16-42); c) a 
step comprising detecting an action on the GUI widget, instructing, in accordance with the 
previously registered operating sequence, to detect in what position on the screen a GUI widget 
to be acted on next and displaying the GUI widget in a highlighted fashion on the screen, in 
accordance with the detected display location of the GUI widget (fig. 2-22; col. 13, lines 16-26; 
col. 13, lines 34-39; detecting an action on the "Record once. . .'%GUI widget and instructing the 
system to detect in what position on the screen a GUI widget to be acted on next and displaying 
the GU! widget in a highlighted fashion on the screen, e.g. "Okay; wherein the instructing in 
accordance with the previously registered operating sequence is inherent given that described are 
steps in a process); d) on selection of the use from the menu, running the software code as 
required for the selected use (figs. 14-2713; col. 13, lines 16-42; wherein running the software 
code are inherent in order for the required resultant action of the use selection to occur), 
detecting in what location in the screen a GUI widget to be acted on next, in accordance with the 
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operating sequence previously registered for the selected use, is displayed (figs. 14-2713; 
displayed is a GUI widget to be acted on next such as "Record once.,." of fig. 29, wherein the 
GUI widget to be acted on next constitutes a step within a hierarchical order of the operating 
sequence already previously registered and wherein detecting what location the GUI widget is 
displayed is inherent so that the system may perform the intended action associated with users' 
selection) and displaying the detected GUI widget in a highlighted fashion on the screen in 
accordance with a detected display location of the GUI widget (figs. 14-278; col. 13, lines 16-42; 
GUI widget "Record once..." is displayed and highlighted wherein a detected display location of 
the GUI widget is inherent given that the GU! widget is highlighted). 

Schein does not explicitly disclose a step comprising booting, on selection of the use 
from the menu, the software as required for the selected use. Smith teaches a GUI control 
method comprising a) a step of previously registering in a storage unit the applicable use of a 
software adapted for running on a computer, said software having a GUI and displaying a 
registered use as a menu on a screen of a display device (figs. 2613; the use of a software 
displays the use as menus and submenus), and d) a step comprising executing or booting, on 
selection of the use from the menu, the software as required for the selected use (col. 9, lines 
28-46). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to 
include Smith's step of executing/booting, on selection of the use from the menu, the software as 
required for the selected use in a GUI control method to Schein's step of, on selection of the use 
from the menu, running the software code as required for the selected use in a GUI control 
method in order to allow users a method of downloading another type of file data. 
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However, Smith and Schein do not explicitly disclose the GUI widget being displayed 
and controlled by a second software external to the first software. Linnett teaches a GUI widget 
being displayed and controlled by a second software external to the first software (figs.2, 
9A-1013,12 and 16; col. 1, lines 15-42; col. 16, lines 31-51; col. 9, lines 9-18). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Linnett's teaching 
of a GUI widget being displayed and controlled by a second software external to the first 
software to Smith and Schein's displayed GUI widget in order to provide users with another GUI 
as an implementation preference that is more user friendly for novices and does not require 
extensive training of the user interfaces of various software products. 

Smith, Schein and Linnett still do not explicitly disclose a registered use of the first 
software in a menu and analyzing the screen displayed by the first software, the detection being 
performed by the second software external to the first software. Kerr teaches a registered use of 
the first software in a menu and analyzing the screen displayed by the first software, the 
detection being performed by the second software external to the. first software (figs. 2(A-B); 
Abstract; an application program automatically creates an interface upon analyzing usage of a 
base program's set of operations). Therefore it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time 
of the invention to include Kerr's teaching of a registered use of the first software in a menu and 
analyzing the screen displayed by the first software, the detection being performed by the second 
software external to the first software to Smith, Schein and Linnett's teaching of analyzing .the 
first software, the detection being performed by the second software external to the first software 
in order to provide users with an interface that is truly customized to the level of familiarity of 
the user. 
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Smith, Schein, Linnett and Kerr do not explicitly disclose the GUI control method not 
being in accordance with any execution of the base software. Huang teaches a GUI control 
method wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the base 
software (col. 4, lines 8-21; downloaded software serving as an additional GUI independent, on 
top of and external to the base software of the software of various devices it interfaces). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include 
Huang's teaching of a GUI control method wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance 
with any execution of the base software to Smith, Schein, Linnett and Kerr's teaching of a GUI 
control method wherein the GUI control method is in accordance with any execution of the base 
software so that the GUI control method may remain current. 

Claim 4 is similar in scope to claim 3 and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
8. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schein et al. 
("Schein"), Smith et al. ("Smith"), Linnett et al. ("Linnett"), Kerr and Huang et al. ("Huang") as 
applied to claim 3, and further in view of Barnes et al. ("Barnes"). 

As per claim 7, although the modified Schein teaches a GUI control method wherein in 
executing the GUI control, there is no necessity to modify the first software (Linnett: figs.2, 
9A-10B,12 and 16; col. 1, lines 15-42; col. 16, lines 31-51; col. 9, lines 918; Schein- col. 11, 
lines 3-39), the modified Schein does not explicitly disclose not modifying the first software. 
Barnes teaches a method of displaying another GUI/screen display without modifying the 
underlying application program (col. 1, lines 1 1-37). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an 
artisan at the time of the invention to include Barnes' teaching of a method of displaying another 
GUI/screen display without modifying the underlying application program to the modified 
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Schein's teaching of a method of a method of displaying another GUI/screen display over an 
underlying application program given that such modifications may not be feasible, as the user 
may not have access to encrypted/proprietary program code. 

9. Claims 5, 10-13, 16-19, and 224 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kerr in view of Smith et al. ("Smith"), and further in view of Huang et al. 
("Huang"). 

As per claim 5, Kerr teaches a GUI control method executed on an overlay software 
program overlying one or more base software programs, comprising executing the overlay 
software program to perform a step of: 

a) a step of registering in a storage unit the applicable use of a first base software 
program adapted for running on a computer wherein the first base software program has a GUI 
(figs. 1, 5 and 6; col. 5, lines 10-53), a screenshot for utilizing a second base software program in 
a selected applicable use as a cover screen and widget-relation information as to what GUI 
widget on the inherent screen of the second base software program is to be acted on upon acting 
on any GUI widget on the cover screen (figs. 1 and 2(A-B)); 

b) a step of displaying the applicable use in a menu on a screen of a display device and 
displaying a second base software program, on selection of the applicable use from the menu, as 
required for the selected applicable use with a step of hiding an inherent screen of the second 
base software from view and visibly displaying the cover screen (figs. 2(A-B) and 7-10; col. 6, 
lines 14-47; depicted and described is the process of automatically displaying registered cover 
screens in place of inherent screens upon running codes of base software programs and 
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displaying applicable uses of base software programs in menus on the cover screens, e.g. cover 
screen menu 26 is displayed in place of cover screen 24 or vice versa) 

c) a step of detecting in what location on the inherent screen of the second base software 
program the GUI widget to be acted on next is being displayed in accordance with the registered 
widget-relation information by analyzing the inherent screen displayed by the second base 
software program, the detecting being performed by the overlay software program external to the 
base first and second software programs and a step of detecting an action on a GUI widget 
displayed on the cover screen, followed by displaying a next cover screen, the GUI widget on the 
cover screen being operated externally of the first and second base software programs by the 
overlay software program (figs. 1, 2(A-B) and 7-10; col. 6, lines 14-47); 

d) a step of issuing an operating event to the detected GUI widget (figs. 7-10; col. 6, lines 
14-47); and 

e) a step of reproducing/copying data displayed on the GUI widget on the inherent screen 
on the cover screen in accordance with previously registered widgetrelation information as to in 
which GUI widget on the cover screen the data displayed on a GUI widget on the inherent screen 
of the second base software program is to be copied (figs. 1, 2(A-B) and 7-10; col. 6, lines 
14-47). 

Although Kerr teaches a step of hiding from view of an inherent screen of the base 
software, thereby visibly displaying the registered cover screen in place of the inherent screen 
and displaying the applicable use of the base software in a menu on the cover screen (figs. 
2(A-B); Abstract; an application program automatically creates an interface upon analyzing 
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usage of a base program's set of operations), Kerr does not explicitly disclose a step of detecting 
booting of the base software. Smith teaches a GUI control method comprising the steps of: 

previously registering in a storage unit a screenshot for utilizing the executed or booted 
software in the selected use, as a cover screen (figs. 2-6B; col. 5, lines 22-34 and lines 48-59); 

detecting an action on a GUI widget displayed on the cover screen to display a next cover 
screen (figs. 2-6B; col. 5, lines 22-34 and lines 48-59; col. 7, lines 26-40; col. 8, lines 20-33); 
and 

previously registering in the storage unit widget-relation information as to what GUI 
widget on the inherent screen of the software is to be actuated upon actuation of any GUI widget 
on the cover screen (figs. 2-6B; col. 5, lines 22-34 and lines 48-59; col. 7, lines 26-40; col. 8, 
lines 20-33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include 
Smith's step of executing/booting, on selection of the use from the menu, the software as 
required for the selected use and previously registering in a storage unit a screenshot for utilizing 
the executed/booted software in the selected use, as a cover screen and the steps associated with 
having a cover screen as described above in a GUI control method to Kerr's step of, on selection 
of the use from the menu, running the software code as required for the selected use in a GUI 
control method in order to allow a user a method of downloading another type of file data as well 
as providing the user with a control with which the user is familiar and intuitive to use. 

However, Kerr and Smith do not explicitly disclose the GUI control method not being in 
accordance with any execution of the base software. Huang teaches a GUI control method 
wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the base software 
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(col. 4, lines 8-21; downloaded software serving as an additional GUI independent, on top of and 
external to the base software of the software of various devices it interfaces). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Huang's teaching of a GUI 
control method wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the 
base software to Kerr and Smith's teaching of a GUI control method wherein the GUI control 
method is in accordance with any execution of the base software so that the GUI control method 
may remain current. 

Claim 10 is rejected under the same rationale of claim 5. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under the same rationale of claim 5. 

As per claim 12, the modified Kerr teaches a GUI control apparatus comprising means 
for displaying a GUI widget for notifying the completion of processing on a current screen 
wherein the operation detection unit detects an operation performed on the GUI widget is 
detected by the widget detection unit or on the GUI widget displayed on the screen (Kerr: figs. 
2(A-B) and 7-10; completion of processing on a current screen is user confirmed). 

As per claim 13, the modified Kerr teaches a GUI control apparatus comprising means 
for displaying a GUI widget for notifying the completion of processing on a current screen 
wherein the operation detection unit detects an operation performed on the GUI widget is 
detected by the widget detection unit or on the GUI widget displayed on the screen (Kerr: figs. 
2(A-B) and 7-10). 

Claim 16 is rejected under the same rationale of claim 5. 

Claim 17 is rejected under the same rationale of claim 5. 
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As per claim 18 the modified Schein teaches a GUI control apparatus comprising means 
for displaying a GUI widget for notifying the completion of processing on a current screen 
wherein the operation detection unit detects an operation performed on the GUI widget is 
detected by the widget detection unit or on the GUI widget displayed on the screen (Kerr: figs. 
2(A-B) and 7-10). 

As per claim 19, the modified Schein teaches a GUI control apparatus comprising means 
for displaying a GUI widget for notifying the completion of processing on a current screen 
wherein the operation detection unit detects an operation performed on the GUI widget is 
detected by the widget detection unit or on the GUI widget displayed on the screen (Kerr: figs. 
2(A-B) and 7-10). 

Claim 22 is rejected under the same rationale of claim 5. 
10. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kerr in view of 
Schein et al. ("Schein"), Huang et al. ("Huang"), and further in view of Messinger et al. 
("Messinger"). 

As per claim 24, Kerr teaches a GUI control method executed on an overlay software 
program overlying a base software program comprising executing said overlay software program 
to perform the steps of: 

a) displaying, in a menu form, applicable user functions of the base software program running on 
a computer having a display screen, the base software program displaying a plurality of GUI 
widgets for permitting a user to interface with the base program, the base software program 
having no function of highlighting a GUI widget from among the plurality of GUI widgets to be 
operated next by the user (figs. 2(A-B)); 
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(b) detecting a displayed position of a GUI widget to be operated next by analyzing the 
screen displayed by the base software program in accordance with an operations table previously 
registered in a storage unit (figs. 1 and 7-10); 

Kerr does not explicitly disclose the detecting being in accordance with an operating 
sequence and highlighting a GUI widget corresponding to the detected position from among the 
plurality of GUI widgets, to be operated next by the user upon selection by the user of one of the 
displayed applicable user functions wherein detecting a displayed position of a GUI widget and 
highlighting the GUI widget are performed upon each operation of said operating sequence to 
realize the selected user function. Schein teaches the detecting being in accordance with an 
operating sequence and drawing attention to/highlighting a GUI widget corresponding to the 
detected position from among the plurality of GUI widgets, to be operated next by the user upon 
selection by the user of one of the displayed applicable user functions wherein detecting a 
displayed position of a GUI widget and highlighting the GUI widget are performed upon each 
operation of said operating sequence to realize the selected user function (figs. 1, 7-20, 23, 24 
and 26-29; drawing attention tolhighlighting the GUI widget via text instruction displayed in 
window 218 upon each operation of said operating sequence to realize the selected user 
function). Therefore, it would.be obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include 
Schein's GUI method wherein the detecting is in accordance with an operating sequence and 
highlighting a GUI widget corresponding to the detected position from among the plurality of 
GUI widgets, to be operated next by the user upon selection by the user of one of the displayed 
applicable user functions wherein detecting a displayed position of a GUI widget and 
highlighting the GUI widget are performed upon each operation of said operating sequence to 
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realize the selected user function to Kerr's teaching of a GUI method in order to tell users what 
action to take and the results of the action. 

However, Kerr and Schein do not explicitly disclose the GUI control method not being in 
accordance with any execution of the base software. Huang teaches a GUI control method 
wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the base software 
(col. 4, lines 8-21; downloaded software serving as an additional GUI independent, on top of and 
external to the base software of the software of various devices it interfaces). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Huang's teaching of a GUI 
control method wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the 
base software to Kerr and Schein's teaching of a GUI control method wherein the GUI control 
method is in accordance with any execution of the base software so that the GUI control method 
may remain current. 

Kerr, Schein, Huang do not explicitly teach the detecting being performed to 
automatically generate a guidance for subsequence of action on a GUI widget on the screen. 
Messinger teaches the detecting being performed to automatically generate a guidance for 
subsequence of action on a GUI widget on the screen (figs. 9-12; col. 2, lines 19-36; col. 6, lines 
53-58). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to 
include the teaching of Messinger in the invention of Kerr, Schein and Huang in order to provide 
technical support and training a user in operating a software application. 

11. Claims 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schein et al. ("Schein") in view of Linnett et al. ("Linnett"), and further in view of Huang et al. 
("Huang"). 
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As per claim 25, Schein teaches a method of providing a computer user with guidance in 
performing a desired function, the method comprising: 

displaying on a display device of a user computer a menu of applicable functions of a 
base software program running on the computer (figs. 1, 7-20, 23, 24 and 26-29); 

retrieving an interaction sequence file corresponding to a user selected function from the 
menu (figs. 1, 7-20, 23, 24 and 26-29, element 218 with respective portions of the specification; 
col. 11, lines 36-44); 

detecting, by analyzing a screen generated by the base software program, the displayed 
location of a GUI widget to be operated next by the user as determined from the interaction 
sequence file (figs. 1, 7-20, 23, 24 and 26-29, element 218 with respective portions of the 
specification; col, 11, lines 36-44); 

drawing attention to/highlighting the GUI widget (figs. 1, 7-20, 23, 24 and 26-29; 
drawing attention to/highlighting the GUI widget via text instruction displayed in window 298); 
and accepting a user interaction with the GUI widget (figs. 1, 7-20, 23, 24 and 26-29; 
accepting user interaction with the GUI widget is inherent given that subsequent screens are 
displayed in accordance with the interaction sequence). Schein does not explicitly disclose the 
method being performed by an overlay software program external to the base software program. 
Linnett teaches a method of providing a computer user with guidance wherein the method is 
performed by an overlay software program external to the base software program (figs. 2, 
9A-10B, 12 and 16; col. 1, lines 15-42; col. 16, lines 31-51; col. 9, lines 9-18). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Linnett's teaching 
of an inherent screen operated by software different from another software that operates the 
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cover screen and displaying the applicable use of the software that operates the inherent screen to 
Schein's teaching of a cover screen hiding an inherent screen of a software on a display device 
and displaying the applicable use of the software in a menu form on the cover screen in order to 
provide users with another GUI as an implementation preference that is more user friendly for 
novices and does not require extensive training of the user interfaces of various software 
products. 

However, Schein and Linnett.do not explicitly disclose the GUI control method not being 
in accordance with any execution of the base software. Huang teaches a GUI control method 
wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the base software 
(col. 4 5 lines 8-21; downloaded software serving as an additional GUI independent, on top of and 
external to the base software of the software of various devices it interfaces). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Huang's teaching of a GUI 
control method wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the 
base software to Schein and Linnett's teaching of a GUI control method wherein the GUI control 
method is in accordance with any execution of the base software so that the GUI control method 
may remain current, 

As per claim 26, the modified Schein teaches a method of providing a computer user with 
guidance in performing a desired function wherein the method comprises displaying a message 
to the user regarding the GUI widget (Linnett: figs. 2, 9A-10B, 12 and 16; messages are 
displayed regarding GUI widgets). 
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11. Claims 6, 14, 15, 20, 21, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kerr in view of Smith et al. ("Smith"), Huang et al. ("Huang"), and further in 
view of Messinger et al ("Messinger"). 

As per claim 6, Kerr teaches a GUI control method comprising: 

a) a step of previously registering in a storage unit the applicable use of a base software 
adapted for running on a computer wherein the base software has a GUI (figs. 1, 5 and 6; col. 5, 
lines 10-53), a screenshot for utilizing the base software in the applicable use as a cover screen 
and widget-relation information as to what GUI widget on the inherent screen of the base 
software is to be actuated upon actuation of any GUI widget on the cover screen (figs. 1 and 
2(A-B)); 

b) a step of detecting, on running the base software code, to hide an inherent screen of the 
base software from view, thereby visibly displaying the registered cover screen in place of the 
inherent screen and displaying the applicable use of the base software in a menu on the cover 
screen and a step of displaying, on selection of the applicable use from the menu, the cover 
screen being registered for the selected applicable use (figs. 2(A-B) and 7-10; col. 6, lines 14-47; 
depicted and described is the process of automatically displaying a registered cover screen in 
place of the inherent screen upon running the base software code and displaying the applicable 
use of the base software in a menu on the cover screen, e.g. cover screen menu 26 is displayed in 
place of cover screen 24 or vice versa) 

c) a step of detecting in what location on the inherent screen of the base software the GUI 
widget to be actuated next is to be displayed in accordance with the registered widget-relation 
information by analyzing the inherent screen displayed by the base software, the detection being 
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operated by the overlay software external to the base software and a step of detecting an action 
on a GUI widget displayed on the cover screen to display a next cover screen, the GUI widget 
being operated by an overlay software externally of the base software of the inherent screen 
(figs. 1, 2(A-B) and 7-10; col. 6, lines 14-47); 

d) a step of issuing an operating event to the detected GUI widget (figs. 7-10; col. 6, lines 
14-47); and 

e) a step of reproducing/copying data displayed in the GUI widget on the inherent screen 
of the base software to the GUI widget on the cover screen in accordance with previously 
registered, in the storage unit, widget correspondence information as to in what GUI widget on 
the cover screen data displayed on the GUI widget on the inherent screen of the base software is 
to be copied (figs. 1, 2(A-B) and 7-10; col. 6, lines 14-47; data displayed in the GUI widget on 
the inherent screen of the base software is reproduced as a GUI widget on the cover screen in 
accordance with the widget correspondence information). 

Although Kerr teaches a step of hiding from view of an inherent screen of the base 
software, thereby visibly displaying the registered cover screen in place of the inherent screen 
and displaying the applicable use of the base software in a menu on the cover screen (figs. 
2(A-B); Abstract; an application program automatically creates an interface upon analyzing 
usage of a base program's set of operations), Kerr does not explicitly disclose a step of detecting 
booting of the base software. Smith teaches a GUI control method comprising the steps of: 

previously registering in a storage unit a screenshot for utilizing the executed or booted 
software in the selected use, as a cover screen (figs. 2-613; col. 5, lines 22-34 and lines 48-59); 
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detecting an action on a GUI widget displayed on the cover screen to display a next cover 
screen (figs. 2-6B; col. 5, lines 22-34 and lines 48-59; col. 7, lines 26-40; col. 8, lines 20-33); 
and 

previously registering in the storage unit widget-relation information as to what GUI 
widget on the inherent screen of the software is to be actuated upon actuation of any GUI widget 
on the cover screen (figs. 2-68; col. 5, lines 22-34 and lines 48-59; col. 7, lines 26-40; col. 8 5 
lines 20-33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include 
Smith's step of executing/booting, on selection of the use from the menu, the software as 
required for the selected use and previously registering in a storage unit a screenshot for utilizing 
the executed/booted software in the selected use, as a cover screen and the steps associated with 
having a cover screen as described above in a GUI control method to Kerr's step of, on selection 
of the use from the menu, running the software code as required for the selected use in a GUI 
control method in order to allow a user a method of downloading another type of file data as well 
as providing the user with a control with which the user is familiar and intuitive to use. 

However, Kerr and Smith do not explicitly disclose the GUI control method not being in 
accordance with any execution of the base software. Huang teaches a GUI control method 
wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the base software 
(col. 4, lines 8-21 ; downloaded software serving as an additional GUI independent, on top of and 
external to the base software of the software of various devices it interfaces). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Huang's teaching of a GUI 
control method wherein the GUI control method is not in accordance with any execution of the 
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base software to Kerr and Smith's teaching of a GUI control method wherein the GUI control 
method is in accordance with any execution of the base software so that the GUI control method 
may remain current. 

Kerr, Smith, and Huang do not explicitly teach said detection operated by said overlay 
software external to and independent of said based software to automatically generate guidance 
for subsequence of action on a GUI widget on the cover screen. Messinager teaches said 
detection operated by said overlay software external to and independent of said based software to 
automatically generate guidance for subsequence of action on a GUI widget on the cover screen 
(figs. 9-12; col. 2, lines 19-36; col. 6, lines 53-58). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an 
artisan at the time of the invention to include the teaching of Messinger in the invention of Kerr, 
Smith, and Huang in order to provide technical support and training a user in operating a 
software application. 

Claim 14 is rejected under the same rationale of claim 6. 

Claim 15 is rejected under the same rationale of claim 6. 

Claim 20 is rejected under the same rationale of claim 6. 

Claim 21 is rejected under the same rationale of claim 6. 

Claim 23 is rejected under the same rationale of claim 6. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants' arguments in the Amendment have been fully considered but are not 
persuasive. 
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Applicant's primary argument is that Huang does not teach "overlay software and base 
software, whereby a GUI widget is displayed and controlled by the overlay software external to 
and independent of the base software, and whereby the screen is displayed by the base software". 

The examiner does not agree for the following reasons: 

During patent examination, the pending claims must be "given >their< broadest 
reasonable interpretation consistent with the specification." > In re Hyatt, 21 1 F.3d 1367, 1372, 
54 USPQ2d 1664, 1667 (Fed. Cir. 2000). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Applicant always has the opportunity to amend the claims during prosecution, and broad 
interpretation by the examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be 
interpreted more broadly than is justified. In re Prater, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ 541, 
550-51 (CCPA 1969). 

In this case, Linnet teaches an overlay software and base, whereby a GUI widget is 
displayed and controlled by the overlay software external to the base software, and whereby the 
screen is displayed by the base software (figs. 1 and 3; col. 4, lines 43-53; an applicable use of a 
base software in a menu form on a screen of a display device is displayed in fig. 3 not by a base 
software, but by a shell/overlay software analogous to an operating system shell and external to 
the base software). In addition, Huang teaches a GUI control method wherein the GUI control 
method is not in accordance with any execution of the base software (col. 4, lines 8-21; 
downloaded software serving as an additional GUI independent, on top of and external to the 
base software of the software of various devices it interfaces) 
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In addition, Applicant's primary argument is that Messinger does not teach "analyzing 

the inherent screen having a GUI widget operated by the base software, said analyzing being 
by 

t£ performed bwy the overlay software external to the base software to automatically generate a 
guidance for subsequent sequence of action on a GUI widget on the cover screen". 
The examiner does not agree for the following reasons: 

During patent examination, the pending claims must be "given >their< broadest 
reasonable interpretation consistent with the specification." > In re Hyatt, 21 1 F.3d 1367, 1372, 
54 USPQ2d 1664, 1667 (Fed. Cir. 2000). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Applicant always has the opportunity to amend the claims during prosecution, and broad 
interpretation by the examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be 
interpreted more broadly than is justified. In re Prater, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ 541, 
550-51 (CCPA 1969). 

In this case, Messinger teaches analyzing the inherent screen having a GUI widget 
operated by the base software, said analyzing being performed buy the overlay software external 
to the base software to automatically generate a guidance for subsequent sequence of action on a 
GUI widget on the cover screen (figs. 9-12; col. 2, lines 19-36; col. 6, lines 1-10 and lines 53-58; 
graphical overlay is initiated by a task object). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh T. Vu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4073. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur and every other Fri 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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